Pediatric Perioperative Nurses and the Ethics of Organ Donation After Cardiac Death.
Pediatric perioperative nurses are experiencing increased opportunities to participate in donations after cardiac death. An increased public awareness regarding transplantation has inspired more people to donate than in previous years. The demand for transplantable organs has led to opportunities that have increased donor candidates including living donors and cardiac death donors. Cardiac death in children is often sudden and unexpected, and is an emotional time not only for the family members but also for the hospital staff members, including perioperative nurses. However, when perioperative nurses adhere to standards and guidelines, they can perform their responsibilities in an ethical and compassionate manner and assist their team in doing so. This article reviews the guiding principles of pediatric organ donation after cardiac death, the phases of the process, and the ethical and moral issues surrounding donation.